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Internews

Local voices. Global change.
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AGA KHAN FOUNDATION

An agency of the Aga Khan Development Network
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AICS Launches the State of
Enabling Environment for CSOs in
Afghanistan Report
AICS launched the first publication of the
State of the Enabling Environment for CSOs
in Afghanistan report during the joint event at
Kabul Serena Hotel on September 28, 2016.
It will be an annual study that identifies
critical challenges, needs, and opportunities
for civil society. Through examining the legal,
socio-cultural, governance and financial
environment, this study will contribute to
informing advocacy efforts and policy-
making, as it enables stakeholders to attain

better insight into the current state of the

enabling environment.

The report was formally presented to an
audience comprising 153 leaders, experts
and senior government officials, civil society,
media, academia and international
organizations, representing all regions of the
country. As keynote speakers, Minister of
Economy, H.E. Mr. Abdul Sattar Murad, and
the President's Senior Advisor on Strategic
and Public Relations, Mr. Ahmad Nader
Naderi, both commended the significance of

this research and restated the government’s
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-support for civil society, as a key partner in
the country’s development. The annual study
is anticipated to be a significant tool utilized by
CSOs for future planning and program
implementation. The report’s overall index
scored 0.33 on a scale from -1 to 1, thereby
indicating that Afghanistan offers basic
support for enabling environment for CSOs.
The findings and recommendations in four
key areas focus on addressing issues
concerning enforcing laws such as the
Access to Information Law, curbing endemic
corruption, improving security, building trust
between civil society and government,
expanding access to funding opportunities

and strengthening CSOs’ technical

AICS Establishes Its Certified
Civil Society Organization’s
Working Group
To harness the potential of certified CSOs,
AICS launched the Certified CSOs
Working Group during a joint event
organized at the Kabul Serena Hotel on
September 28, 2016. The certified CSOs
Working Group serves as a platform to
provide opportunities for continuous and
meaningful interaction, cross learning and
networking amongst certified CSOs. While
speaking on the occasion, Mr. Said Wase
Sayedi, member of certified CSOs’
Working Group and Director of Women
Activities and Social Services Association

(WASSA) said:”

-the Working Group will organize thematic
and cross-learning  events,  forging
partnerships and connecting with similar

institutions in the region to collaborate on

issues of mutual interest.”

The inaugural members of the Working
Group are WASSA, Afghanistan Civil
Society Forum (ACSFO), , Coordination of
Rehabilitation and development Services for
Afghanistan (CRDSA), Help the Afghan
Children (HTAC), Shuhada Organization
(SO), Afghan Amputee Bicyclists for
Rehabilitation and Recreation (AABRAR),
Training for Human Rights Association for
Afghan Women (THRA), Empowerment
Center for Women (ECW), Development
and Ability Organization (DAO),
Organization for Research and Community
Development (ORCD), Central Afghanistan
Welfare Committee (CAWC), and Sanayee
Development Organization (SDO).
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