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Towards Stability and Prosperity:
Supporting the growth of a vibrant civil
society in Afghanistan

Civil Society Organizations’ Capacity
Needs

Afghanistan Institute for Civil Society (AICS), the
British and Irish Agencies Afghanistan Group
(BAAG) and the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF)
organized a Roundtable Discussion entitled:
Towards Stability and Prosperity: Supporting
the growth of a vibrant civil society in
Afghanistan on February, 21, 2017 at the
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in
London.

At the recent Brussels Conference on
Afghanistan, the role of civil society was
recognized as critical to addressing some of the
challenges facing the country’s long-term
future.

Concurrently, AICS published its inaugural
report entitled The State of the Enabling
Environment for Civil Society in Afghanistan.
The report analyzed significant obstacles which
impede a supportive environment for Civil
Society activity. It also highlighted significant
areas of potential, develop a sector that is
credible and sustainable. A diverse group of
stakeholders - from the government, civil
society, academia, and practice were brought
together- to share perspectives, experiences,
and recommendations for how we can,
collectively, support Afghan civil society to -
thrive and fulfill its potential to play a
supportive and active role in Afghanistan’s
future development.

At the event, AICS Executive Director, Maiwand
Rahyab, presented the findings of the 2016
State of the Enabling Environment for CSOs
report and discussed the role of civil society in
the inclusive and sustainable development of
Afghanistan.

To increase CSOs’ access to efficient, quality
and relevant capacity building opportunities
through coordinating and harmonizing
capacity building services, AICS conducted the
second Information Session on CSOs Capacity
Needs with the participation of representative
of donors, INGOs, and CSOs on Thursday,
February 16, 2017.

The session discussed the persistent gaps, and
strengths of those CSOs that are assessed
during May — December 2016 through AICS’
certification program.

Furthermore, the event provided an
opportunity for stakeholders to interact,
understand and suggest ways forward to
strengthen CSOs’ capacity in areas such as
governance, project management, financial
management, communication, and human
resource management.
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