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AICS Thematic

Roundtable for
CSOs

Afghanistan Institute for Civil Society (AICS) convened a
thematic roundtable on “Image and Credibility of CSOs in
Public” on 8th November in Badakhshan province. The
event was attended by 52 (27 female & 25 male) senior
government officials, academics, prominent civil society
and media activists. During this roundtable, participants
shared their views about current image and credibility of
CSOs among people, analyzed the issue from different di-
mensions and shared a set of
suggestions/recommendations for improving CSOs image
and credibility among their respective communities.

This roundtable commenced with opening remarks of Mr.
Aziz Tasal, AICS Director of Policy Engagement. He wel-
comed the participants and described the purpose and
agenda of the program. Afterwards, Mr. Tasal rendered a
comprehensive presentation on The State of Enabling Envi-
ronment for CSOs in Afghanistan (SEECA) new findings. He
also presented the key findings of the policy prepared by
ACIS on “CSOs financial sustainability in Afghanistan” and
its impact on CSOs image in their constituencies. He also
highlighted the key points in SECA 2017 report in relations
to incredibility, insecurity and insufficient government sup-
port from CSOs. Subsequently, Mr. Tasal presented the find-
ings of AICS latest Policy Brief on “Coordination and Coop-
eration between CSOs and the government”, he shed the
light on how the legal obstacles, corruption, long bureau-
cratic registration and tax exemption processes, low capac-
ity has weakened coordination among CSOs and the gov-
ernment.

His presentation offered information about current CS-Gov-
ernment joint platforms such as Open Government Part-
nership (OGP). At last, Mr. Tasal answered participants’
questions regarding his presentations. In the other part of
the event, the participants shared their thoughts about
the topic and offered some recommendation for the good
of the civil society organizations.

Furthermore, the event provided an opportunity for stake-
holders to interact, understand and suggest ways forward
to strengthen CSOs’ capacity in areas such as internal gov-
ernance, project management and program delivery, finan-
cial management, communication, and human resource.
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Photo taken by AICS, Orientation Session, Dec. 2017, Taloghan




Information Session

on CSOs Capacity
Needs

16th October, 2017

To increase CSOs’ access to efficient, quality and relevant e
capacity building opportunities through coordinating and ' |
harmonizing capacity building services, AICS conducted

the fourth Information Session on CSOs Capacity Needs S .
with the participation of representatives of donors, INGOs, ‘g : s
and CSOs on Monday, October 16, 2017. e X1 Y e

The session discussed the persistent gaps and strengths of
those CSOs that are assessed during July — September
2017 through AICS certification program. Furthermore,
the event provided an opportunity for stakeholders to in-
teract, understand and suggest ways forward to strength-
en CSOs’ capacity in areas such as internal governance, pro-
ject management and program delivery, financial manage-
ment, communication, and human resource.

Photo taken by AICS, Information Session, Oct. 2017, Kabul

Orientation Session for Herat CSOs

Following the launch of Certification Model for Grass-root
civil society organizations (GrCSOs), AICS conducted an ori-
entation session for 18 GrCSOs’ representatives including
10 females and 8 males in Herat provinces on 7th of De-
cember 2017. AICS representative explained this certifica-
tion model and its benefits for the effectiveness and cred-
ibility of GrCSOs and encouraged the participants to be
part of this certification. The participants appreciated the
initiative of certification process for GrCSOs and expressed
their interest in this model.




Do you Know

AICS-Certified
CSOs?

Esta blished in December 2010, TEO is a youth focused or-
ganization that promotes responsible citizenship, leader-
ship, and lessons in market economy and facilitates net-
working among high school students in Grades 10, 11 and
12 in Kabul, Nangarhar, Parwan and Bamyan Provinces.
The program’s 34,000 students include girls (52%) and
boys (48%) graduating around 10,000 students annually.
TEO grew out of a Center for International Private Enter-
prises project to promote entrepreneurship. TEO has col-
laborative Memorandums of Understanding with the Min-
istries of Education and Women’s Affairs. TEO is an indig-
enous, non-profit non-governmental organization and a
member of the Agency Coordinating Body for Afghan
Relief and Development.

Read about Tashabos
Educational
Organization (TEO)

Funded by the National Endowment for Democracy, TEQO’s
Tashabos program teaches youth the skills to become en-
trepreneurs through educational activities including train-
ing on market-based economies, fighting poverty and cor-
ruption, the promotion of good governance and ethical
business practices. TEQ’s performance has been assessed
by Afghanistan Institute for Civil Society (AICS) against five
categories, Project Management and Program Delivery, Fi-
nancial Management, Internal Governance and Strategic
Planning, External Relations Communication and out-
reach, and Human Resources. TEO met the certification
standard and was certified in 2017.

5 AlCSar
info@aicsafg.org
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