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AICS New Policy Brief Launch

On February 22, 2018, AICS conducted an event
for the launch of its new policy brief on “Coordi-
nation among CSOs”. Around 35 representatives
of CSOs, academia, media and government par-
ticipated in this event. Dr. Azizurrahman Tasal, Di-

rector of Policy Engagement Department, gave a
presentation about this policy brief, its findings
and recommendations. The participants took
active participation by asking questions.

AICS New Policy Brief Launch, Feb. 2018, Kabul, Afghanistan

AICS Certification Award

Ceremony

February 22, 2018, AICS conducted its sixth batch
award ceremony for the three CSOs that had suc-
cessfully passed the certification process. Mr.
Fazal Ali Amiri, Certification Manager of AICS,
gave a presentation on “Overview of AICS CSO
Certification in Afghanistan”. Sharing data and sta-
tistics, he shared the findings of AICS on the Certi-
fication process.

In the last part of the event, AICS Certificates
were awarded to Afghan Women'’s Skills Develop-
ment Center (AWSDC), Afghan Women’s Educa-
tional Center (AWEC), and Aid Afghanistan for
Education (AAE).

In addition to the Certificates, Afghan Women'’s
Educational Center (AWEC) received the Best
Practice Award on “Human Resources” and Aid
Afghanistan for Education (AAE) received the
Best Practice Award on “Financial Management”.

T N

AICS Certificate awarded to AWSDC Representative, Feb. 2018, Kabul
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Information Session on CSOs Capacity Needs

To increase CSOs’ access to efficient, quality and relevant capacity building
opportunities through coordinating and harmonizing capacity building ser-
vices, Afghanistan Institute for Civil Society conducted an Information Ses-
sion on CSOs Capacity Needs with the participation of 14 representative of
donors, INGOs, and CSOs on Wednesday, March 28, 2018.

The session discussed the persistent gaps, and strengths of those CSOs that
were assessed before through AICS’ certification program. Furthermore, the
event provided an opportunity for stakeholders to interact, understand and
suggest ways forward to strengthen CSOs’ capacity in areas such as govern-
ance, project management, financial management, communication, and
human resource management.

On March 29, 2018, Department of Policy Engagement of AICS conducted a
round-table on "CSOs' Credibility and Image in Public" for Paktia Province
CSOs.

Around 20 male and female representatives of Paktia civil society organiza-
tions participated and shared their ideas.

L

CSOs Credibility and Image in Public, Paktia Province, March, 2018, Kabul
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MOHAMMAD ZAKIR STANIKZAI

Mr. Mohammad Zakir Stanikzai assumed his new tenure as Afghanistan Institute for Civil Society
(AICS) Executive Director on April 1, 2018. Mr. Stanikzai is a specialist in governance, community
development and civil society strengthening with over 15 years of national and international ex-
perience gained in NGOs and the UN. He has experience ranging from field level rural develop-
ment project operations to public policy support and organizational management. His roles
have ranged from program officer, program coordinator, head of office, head of program, pro-
gram manager, and component lead. He played a significant role in the establishment of Afghani-
stan Institute for Civil Society (AICS).

Mr. Stanikzai holds a Master’s degree in Applied Community Change from Future Generations University, USA and is a United
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) alumni. He voluntarily serves as a board member of Future Generations
Empowerment Organization (FGEQ) in Afghanistan. Among other memberships in national and international networks on

peacebuilding, good governance and community development, he is a professional member of Alliance for Peacebuilding, an
alumni representative of Asian countries for the board of trustees of Future Generation University and a member of civil soci-
ety support working groups hosted by
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